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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Assessor’s  Sheets  USGS  Quad  Area  Letter  Form  Numbers  in  Area 

L/  R 2209-2223,  953 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  Street 

Name  of  Area  Brigham  Park 

Present  Use  Single  & Multi-family  Residential 

Construction  Dates  or  Period  1895-1902 

Overall  Condition  Fair  to  Good 

Major  Intrusions  and  Alterations 

Demolition  of  61/63  Brigham  Park 
Alterations  of  original  materials 

Acreage  Approximately  94,640  sf 

Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  &Larry  Architects, LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month/year)  January  2000 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  |XI  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural,  structural  and  landscape  features  and  evaluate  in  tenns  of  other  areas  mthm  the  community 

Brigham  Park,  a small  rectangular  island  park  that  is  surrounded  by  a road  and  fifteen  houses,  sits  f 
North  Nashua  River.  The  circular  street  is  reached  from  the  west  via  Holt  Street  and  severa  ma  u 
covered  park.  The  homes  along  the  elongated  east  and  west  sides  have  been  bu.  t to  the  sidewalk, 

and  south  ends  of  the  park  (#2,  #4,  & #29)  are  setback  from  the  street  and  have  landscaped  front  yards.  An  especially  pro 
landscape  feature  in  these  yards  is  the  large  tree  at  #4  Brigham  Park. 

In  addition  to  the  front  setbacks,  the  side  setbacks  for  #2,  #4  & #29  Brigham  Park  are  greater  than  the  “'f'  ^ 

Park  occupies  a large  lot  and  is  the  oniy  house  along  the  south  end  of , & #55/57  leaves  a large  gap  in  the 
room  for  a driveway  between  them.  A vacant  lot,  the  site  of  a demolished  building,  between  #65  * *55  develope^d  fnd  sits  on  a 
architectural  wall  along  the  east  side  of  the  park.  The  house  at  #69  Brigham  Park  is  one  of  the  earliest  homes  developed 

larger  lot,  not  directly  adjacent  to  the  park. 

The  predominant  architectural  styles  of  the  homes  in  Brigham  Park  are  Queen  Anne,  Colonial  ^ ^ ^ 

majority  of  the  homes  are  2 >/z  stories  with  either  hipped  or  full  front  gables,  ^he  houses  typicaUy  have 

entry  porch  or  a full  width  porch  across  the  front.  The  front  gable  homes  are  predomma  e y ^ch  entry  and  cornice 

heavily  altered  by  the  application  of  vinyl  siding  and  replacement  windows  and  have  lost  many  p 

details. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

^plain  historical  development  of  the  area.  Discuss  how  this  relates  to  the  historical  development  of  the  community. 

The  large  lots  and  residences  of  earl, er  homes  .ha,  dotted  the  hills, des  overlook.ng 

■n  the  sLnd  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  demand  for  add,„onal  m.ddle  c la  s tL  large  tracts 

class  families  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills. 

In  ,he  1850s  the  Ira  Holt  res.dence  sat  a,  the  ^ead  rf  Holt  Street  Dr. 

neighborhood  from  Lunenburg  Street  to  Winter  S . „ , , r»/,  j • ri(-vp|qnrl  Ohio  and  had  practiced  in  Fitchburg  since  1844. 

Brigham  was  an  electic  physican  who  attended  the  Electic  School  of  Medicine  ^leve  an^^  o and  h^d  prac  g 

™r.‘  “v  'zr "* 

presumably  for  the  cultivation  of  the  botanical  remedies  they  prescribed  m their  offices  at  203  Mam 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  Kl  continuation  sheet 

Map  of  tire  To.n  of  Frtckbrrrg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1897,  1902  (addenda.  1921  & 192  ). 

S Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  continued 

The  Dr.  Hubbard  H.  Brigham  house  (ca.  1896)  at  #4  Brigham  Park  is  a Classical  Revival  2 Vz  story  hipped  roof  building  with  a nearly 
square  floor  plan  that  sits  on  the  site  of  the  original  Holt/Brigham  House.  The  south-facing  facade  is  marked  at  the  roofline  with  a 
pediment  and  small  fanlight  window.  Two  double  height  pilasters  support  the  pediment.  The  resulting  central  bay  contains  the  front 
entrance  porch  on  the  first  floor,  which  is  reached  by  a short  flight  of  stairs,  and  a triple  window  on  the  second  story.  The  entrance 
porch  has  paired  Doric  columns  on  a pedestal  supporting  a simple  cornice  and  flat  roof.  The  porch  is  in-filled  with  multi-paned 
windows.  The  remaining  windows  on  the  house  are  typically  1/1  double-hung  sash  with  modern  storm  windows.  A bay  window  on  the 
west  side  of  the  house  is  sheltered  by  a porch  with  paired  Doric  columns  supporting  a cornice  and  flat  roof  that  match  the  front  porch. 

A double-hung  window  with  an  arched  top  is  centered  on  the  west  elevation.  The  house  is  clad  with  clapboards,  the  roof  is  covered 
with  slate,  there  is  a hipped  dormer  on  the  west  slope  of  the  roof  and  a brick  chimney  projecting  through  the  north  slope. 

# 2 Brigham  Park  is  a Dutch  Colonial  Revival  Style  home  with  a gambrel  roof,  broken  by  a continuous  shed  dormer  across  the  front.  It 
is  the  smallest  of  the  Brigham  Park  homes  in  both  height  and  area.  Brackets  with  a decorative  curved  underside,  a common  Colonial 
Revival  detail,  support  the  projecting  entrance  portico,  which  is  centered  on  the  south-facing  facade.  The  front  door  with  sidelights  is 
reached  up  a short  flight  of  steps.  Triple  windows  consisting  of  two  narrow  4/4  double-hung  sash  flanking  one  8/1  double-hung  sash 
window  are  symmetrically  laid  out  to  either  side  of  the  entrance.  The  rest  of  the  windows  are  typically  6/1  double-hung  sash.  A one- 
story  porch  on  the  west  side  of  the  house  has  a shed  roof  and  offers  views  down  Holt  Street  and  to  the  west.  The  porch  is  enclosed 
with  five-paned  paired  casement  windows.  The  house  is  clad  in  vinyl,  the  roof  is  asphalt  and  there  is  a painted  brick  chimney  rising  up 
the  west  elevation. 

The  2 Yz  story  Colonial  Revival  house  at  #29  Brigham  Park  is  the  only  stucco  house  on  the  park.  Sitting  on  the  largest  lot,  #29 
is  the  most  heavily  landscaped  with  medium  sized  deciduous  trees,  dense  shrubbery  and  large  fir  trees.  The  house  exhibits  a 
Craftsman  influence  in  its  open  eaves  with  exposed  rafters.  The  symmetrically  laid  out  north-facing  facade  has  a front  portico 
consisting  of  two  slender  Doric  columns  supporting  a flat  roof  centered  on  the  first  floor.  The  portico  protects  the  door  and 
sidelights  all  capped  with  a fanlight.  Triple  windows  are  located  to  either  side  of  the  portico  and  windows  throughout  the  house 
are  typically  6/1  double-hung  sash.  The  windows  on  the  facade  are  shuttered,  and  a belt  course  separates  the  first  and  second 
floors.  Hipped  dormers  are  centered  on  the  east  and  north  sides  of  the  slate  hipped  roof  An  exterior  chimney  pierces  the 
projecting  eave  on  the  west  side  of  the  house.  A full  width  screened  porch  is  supported  by  slender  full  height  Doric  columns  on 
the  west  side  of  the  house. 

The  most  intact  example  of  the  front  gable  Queen  Anne  houses  is  the  two  family  house  at  #39/41  Brigham  Park.  The  2 Vz  story 
rectangular  house  faces  west.  A one-story  porch  spans  the  first  floor  of  the  facade  and  is  entered  up  a short  flight  of  stairs  to  the 
north  of  the  central  axis.  Paired  slender  Doric  columns  sitting  on  the  solid  porch  balustrade  support  a flat  roof  A pediment 
over  the  stair  bay  of  the  porch  marks  the  side  hall  entrances  to  the  upper  and  lower  apartments.  A third  door  on  the  second 
floor  above  the  first  floor  entrance  doors  leads  to  the  roof  of  the  porch.  Like  the  neighboring  Queen  Anne  at  5 1/53  Brigham 
Park,  the  windows  are  mainly  unpaired  double-hung  windows  regularly  spaced  on  the  elevations  with  the  exception  being  the 
asymmetrical  placement  of  the  triple  windows  on  the  first  and  second  floor  of  the  facade.  The  gable  end  projects  over  the  gable 
wall  and  is  supported  by  corbels  and  two  larger  end  brackets.  A Palladian  window  is  centered  in  the  gable.  A 2 Vz  story  bay 
with  gable 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  continued 

roof  on  the  south  elevation  is  cut  away  on  the  southwest  corner  and  has  a pair  of  pointed  arched  windows  in  the  gable  end.  The  roof  is 
slate  and  a brick  chimney  projects  through  the  middle  of  the  main  gable.  The  building  has  been  altered  by  the  application  of  asbestos 
shingle  siding  with  an  oversized  exposure. 

#51/53  Brigham  Park  is  a 2 Vi  story  two  family  Queen  Anne  house.  The  rectangular  plan  building  is  oriented  with  the  shorter 
side  to  the  street.  A one-story  porch  with  full  height  Doric  columns  and  delicate  spindle  balusters  spans  the  facade.  A central 
door  leads  to  the  first  floor  apartment  and  a door  to  the  north  leads  to  the  upper  apartment.  A third  door  on  the  second  floor 
leads  to  the  roof  of  the  porch.  The  windows  are  typically  unpaired  1/1  double-hung  windows  regularly  spaced  on  the  facades. 

The  exception  is  the  asymmetrical  placement  of  the  triple  windows  to  the  south  of  the  central  doors.  The  triple  windows 
contain  a central  picture  window  with  decorative  tracery  spanning  the  top  flanked  by  1/1  double-hung  sash  windows.  Three 
hipped  dormers,  each  with  a pair  of  double-hung  windows,  breaks  the  slate  covered  hipped  roof  as  does  the  central  brick 
chimney.  There  is  a two-story  full  width  porch  with  turned  posts  at  the  rear  of  the  building. 

#65  Brigham  Park  is  a 2 Vi  story  Classical  Revival  hipped  roof  building  with  a rectangular  floor  plan.  A sleeping  porch  with  windows 
on  three  sides  tops  the  full  front  porch.  The  flat  roof  of  the  porch  is  supported  by  simple  columns,  supported  on  square  posts.  The 
porch  is  reached  up  a short  flight  of  stairs  and  protects  an  entrance  door  with  sidelights  all  capped  with  a fanlight.  On  either  side  of  the 
door  are  triple  windows  containing  a larger  central  window  flanked  by  narrow  double-hung  sash  windows.  The  windows  are  typically 
multi-paned  upper  over  one  pane  lower  double-hung  sash  and  have  modern  storm  windows.  Gabled  dormers  on  three  sides  break  the 
slate  covered  roof  The  front  dormer  has  a central  gable  flanked  by  small  parapets  above  the  Palladian  type  window.  The  side 
dormers  have  three  double  hung  windows,  each  of  the  outer  double-hung  windows  is  marked  by  a gable  roof  connected  by  a shed  roof 
over  the  central  window.  The  house  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  continued 

By  1895  the  Brigham’s  had  partitioned  their  property  into  17  lots,  arranging  15  lots  to  the  east  and  west  of  a central  green  space  and 
leaving  their  own  residence  at  the  northern  end  of  the  space.  At  this  time  only  two  lots  had  been  developed,  numbers  6 & 15,  now  23 
& 69  Brigham  Park,  respectively.  Thomas  Kivlon,  an  employee  of  the  Union  Machine  Co,  was  the  first  owner  of  69  Brigham  Park. 

23  Brigham  Park  was  the  first  resident  was  herbert  H Rice,  a clerk  at  314  Main  Street. 

Cyrus  Knox,  an  operator  for  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  was  the  resident  of  43  Brigham  Park  in  1896,  and  rented  rooms  to  his  brother 
Edward,  who  also  worked  for  the  railroad.  In  1897  1 1 Brigham  Park,  the  residence  of  George  Kittredge,  and  1 Brigham  Park,  the 
residence  of  Clfton  C and  Winnie  W Mowry,  were  built.  Clifton  Mowry  was  a reporter  for  the  Fitchburg  Sentinel  and  Winnie,  the 
widow  of  Slater  E Mowry  was  a dance  teacher. 

Between  1896  and  1899  the  Holt/Brigham  house  was  demolished  and  the  Brigham’s  built  the  present  Classical  Revival  residence  at  4 
Brigham  Park.  The  new  residence  fronted  the  Park,  rather  than  Holt  Street.  By  1902  all  the  lots  would  be  developed,  including  an 
additional  lot  (2  Brigham  Park),  which  the  Brighams  subdivided  from  their  own  property.  The  residences  at  4,  61,  65,  & 69  were  at 
one  time  all  home  to  members  of  the  Brigham  family.  Fred  Brigham,  Hubbard’s  son  from  his  first  marriage  moved  to  61  Brigham 
Park,  now  demolished,  in  1900.  Within  five  years  Fred  moved  to  65  Brigham  Park  with  his  father  who  had  retired  in  1889  at  the  age 
of  seventy.  Mrs.  Hattie  Brigham,  Sarah’s  daughter  from  her  first  marriage,  lived  first  with  her  mother  at  #4,  and  later  boarded  at  #69 
with  the  Kivlon  family.  Fred  Brigham  was  the  last  Brigham  to  live  on  Brigham  Park  and  he  died  in  the  1920s. 
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HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  continued 

The  small  one  family  Colonial  Revival  at  2 Brigham  Park  was  the  residence  of  Paul  J Keating,  an  electrician.  The  residence  was  built 
ca  1899  on  the  smaller  lot  resulting  from  the  division  of  the  site  of  the  original  Ira  Holt  residence.  The  house  is  smaller  in  scale  than  its 
neighbors. 

One  unit  of  the  two  family  Queen  Anne  house  at  51/53  Brigham  Park  was  the  residence  of  Harry  M Brooks.  Brooks  was  the  proprietor 
of  a drug  store  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Oliver  Streets.  The  business  was  owned  by  AH  Burgess,  who  sold  to  Harry  M Brooks  in 
1906.  Brooks  learn  the  pharmaceutical  trade  from  AW  Fairbanks  and  began  practicing  pharmacology  in  1898.  In  1908  Brooks  sold 
the  business  and  it  was  incorporated  as  the  Fitchburg  Drug  Co.  In  1910  Brooks  purchased  Fitchburg  Drug  Co.  In  the  same  year  he 
purchased  the  John  B Horne  store  next  door.  Horne  sold  stationary  and  periodicals.  Brooks  combined  the  two  stores,  making 
numerable  alterations  to  the  interiors,  and  continued  to  sell  novelties,  stationary  and  pharmaceutical  products.  The  Fitchburg  Drug  Co 
employed  seven  persons  in  1912.  Harry  M Brooks  served  a treasurer  of  the  Fitchburg  Druggists’  Association  and  was  a member  of  the 
State  Pharmaceutical  Association.'  The  second  unit  was  the  home  of  John  Bresnahan,  an  inspector  for  the  City’s  plumbing  and  milk 
office. 

Built  ca  1902  the  house  at  55/57  Brigham  Park  was  the  residence  of  Franklin  S Hall,  a jeweler.  Hall  started  in  the  jewelry  business  ca 
1888  as  an  employee  of  JH  Fairbanks.  Hall  worked  for  Fairbanks  for  6 Vi  years  when  he  moved  to  Boston  to  work  for  the  Shreve 
Crump  & Lowe  Co.  After  4 V^  years  in  Boston  Hall  returned  to  Fitchburg,  purchasing  his  former  employer’s  Main  Street  jewelry  store 
in  1899.  Fairbanks  began  the  business  in  1867.  Besides  offering  an  assortment  of  watches,  rings,  charms,  precious  stones,  and  silver 
and  glassware  for  sale;  the  business  employed  an  optometrist  who  conducted  eye  exams  and  sold  eyewear. 

Of  the  remaining  houses  built  ca  1902  only  one,  the  Queen  Anne  at  39/41  Brigham  Park  was  a two  unit.  Units  were  the  homes  of 
Frank  W Wood,  an  employee  of  the  Boston  & Maine  Railroad  and  Frank  H Coleman,  also  an  employee  of  the  Boston  & Maine 
Railroad.  15/17  Brigham  Park  was  later  converted  to  a two  unit  but  was  I 1914  the  residence  of  Joseph  Keyes,  a travelling  salesman  for 
the  Fitchburg  Hardware  Company.  The  houses  surrounding  Brigham  Park  remain  relatively  unaltered  from  the  time  of  their 
construction  and  are  a combination  of  single  and  mutli-family  residences  that  house  the  working  class. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  continued 
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The  Fitchburg  Sentinel.  Fitchburg,  A Quality  City:  A Manufacturing  and  Mercantile  Review.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  The  Fitchburg 
Sentinel,  March  23,1912. 
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National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

CH  Individually  eligible  □ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
n Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  ^ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  ^A  QB  ^CDD 

Criteria  Considerations:  nAOBncnDDEnF  EUG 


Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry,  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

This  area  meets  the  criteria  for  listing  as  an  historic  district  on  the  National  Register  as  an  example  of  a late  nineteenth 
century  park  and  residential  development.  The  area  contains  buildings  in  the  Queen  Anne  and  Neo-Classical  Styles.  It 
contains  multi  family  and  single  family  dwellings.  Brigham  Park  possesses  integrity  of  design,  setting,  and  materials.  In 
addition,  the  area  possesses  historical  associations  with  Dr  HH  Brigham,  and  his  wife  Sarah,  both  local  electic 
physicians. 
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